Armenia is one of the oldest coun
tries—the firsl {in 301 A0 o declare
Christianity as its religion. Today, over
cight million Armenians live owtside the
country willy about three million within.
With Georgia to the north, Turkey to the
west, Iran to the south and Azerbaijan o
the east, this one-time Soviet republic is
enjoving a rare period in its history as an
independent country, Its a history filled
with conquerors: Soviels, Turks, Arals,
Otttormans, Persians, Romans, Byzantines
and others. Throughout i1 all, Armenia
has retaimed its culture, its language and
its religion—a culture which is a mix af
the Mid-East, Furope and the Soviet
Unicsre. Oeiginally, Armenia extended
from the Caspian to the Black Sea.
Today, it is landlocked country of three
million ha with few resources. With nao
oil or access to the ocean and a low forest
cover, its population has had 1o endure
difficult tiines since the withdrawal of
the Soviel Union in 1993,

The 19905 were a period of misery.
While the collapse of the Soviet Union
proved o boon for easier travel and
expressing political opinions, it was dis
astrous for public pensions and employ-
ment. In [9EE, 25 000 Armeniang per-
ished in a devastaling earthqualee, The
country’s nuclear reactor was Laken off
line as concerns over its safely arose, A
little-reported  war belween Armenia
and neighbouring Azerbaijan from
1988199 resulted in 20 000 deaths
and seme [ 000 G00 people displaced,

These factors contributed (o g
decline in the countrys infrastructure.
For five wvears, from 1990-1995, the
enlire country was without electricity,

As g resull of the chaos, Armenias
lorests  suflfered greatly, Authorities
looked the other way as thousands
poured into the stale-owned forests o out
trees for cooking and heating, Devastat
ing consequences [ollowed: mudslides,
wildlifie habitat loss and waler problems.
Hoday, Armenia has a forest cover of
some B [2% with continuons pressure
from illeggal logging, mineral exploration,
agricullure, highway expansion and
shart-term “ecotourism” schemes.,

A signatory o the Kyove Protacel, the
International Convention on Biological
Dieersity and other international agree
ments, Armenia has realized that irs
tuture is very much tied 1o the health of
its forests,

While the lorest cover is low, most
lorests are found in a few, large state-
owned blocks, The diversity of wildlite
i relatively high, given the ameount of
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forest cover, altributed to the large
amount of forest interior, the range in
clevations and the southern aspect of
the oLy,

Dilijan National Foeest (28 000 ha)
consisls of dense, all-aged and well-
stocked forests of Oriental beeeh [ Fagus
orfentalis) and English vew (s bae
cata) with little regencration. Some
stands exceed 60 mtha in basal area
wilh vew diamelers over 70 cm DBH,
art of the area 1s a recognized bios-
phere reserve. What logging exists is
selective and low. The Khosrov Borest
Reserve, established 17 centuries ago by
the Armenian King Khosrov Katals as o
hunting preserve is a 24 000-ha dry
mouniain lorest with over 1800 species
of plants, 156 of which are considered
specivs-at-risk, Pure mountain slreams
mix with open [orests, seeub and rock
clilfs. Xerolypic specles of gal such as
Chierens iberica and Chiercus costaieo-
liet mix with other species to provide the
puntaineus lerrain with many wildlire
species. Khosrov is home o over 40
species of mammals, 18 of which are
in the Armenian “Red Boold” (the list
ol endangered species). Under pressure
from callle grazing, poaching and a
leasing program to foreign hunting
interests, the Reserve is trying to thrive
i the post-Soviet Armenian economy,

Arcas without forests are striking
wilh numerous projects to restore forvest
cover, The leaching of silviculture, 3
holdover [rom the Soviel era is sl
strong, Labour to plant and tend planta-
tions s readily available, Seed source
nwapping and planting densities (some

of which excecd 10 000/ha) are well
articulated although concepts such as
basal area control {all ape management)
are not. The overwhelming problem an
many sites is droughl and soil com-
paction. Mixhures ol native and non-
malive trees used for reforestation
include Russian olive {hRlaeagnus mngis-
tifolia), Scols pine (Pinws sylvesivis) and
lybrid poplar {Popudus spp).

Urban forests are in surprisingly
good condition despite a lack of a for-
mal program in place. This is partially
due 1o warm prowing conditions and
the lack of de-icing salts. The practice of
comnveying gas and water services above
ground, coupled with the absence of
other underground utilitics, leaves
urban rool systems free from distur-
bance. Popular species include Platanis
*oacerffolia, Vilia cordare and  Acer
nf.’gurzdn'.

The task betore Tree Canada will be
to develop a program that will combine
aspects of urban forestey and rural
reforestation, with links 1o Canadian
universities, As Tree Canada Chair
Diowvathy Dobbie stated, “Canada has an
international reputation as a country
with forests, and as a country  that
cares, . Together will our partners, Tree
Canada will help bring Canadian com-
passion and expertise Lo Armenias
urhan and rural farests” For more infor-
malion see  www.adrina.ca/project_
buildinginternationalbridges.

Michael Rosen, R.PF
President, Tree Canada
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